HMS Unicorn
The Most Original Old Ship in the World

Self-Guided Tour

Welcome Aboard
Welcome to HMS Unicorn – the most
original old ship in the world.
This self-guided tour will help you to navigate
your group around the four decks on board
and bring the ship’s 200 years of history to
life.
The guide provides you with the information
necessary to lead your group around the
vessel and includes a variety of questions to
help engage your learners and get them
thinking imaginatively.
Alongside the guide, our Learning Team can
provide you with factsheets, worksheets and
handling materials to further enhance your
visit to the ship.

Contact Details

Worksheets
You will find a selection of worksheets
available on our website which are free to
download.
These can be used with pupils before,
during, or after a visit to the ship.

Handling Materials
Handling boxes are available on request
for school and group visits.
They include a variety of reproduction
objects and images as well as explanatory
information.
Handling boxes must be requested in
advance of a visit.

Finlay Raffle
Learning & Engagement Officer

Facebook - HMSUnicorn
E: finlay@hmsunicorn.org.uk
T: (01382) 200900
W: www.hmsunicorn.org.uk
A: HMS Unicorn, Victoria Dock, Dundee,
DD1 3BP

Twitter - @HMSUnicornship

Instagram – hms.unicorn
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2 & 3. The Wheel & Capstan

Begin your tour of the ship on the Upper
Deck, beside the large model of HMS
Unicorn at the stern (back) of the deck.

The large wooden wheel on this deck would
have been used to steer the ship. How do you
think this works?

1. Model of HMS Unicorn
HMS Unicorn was built in 1824 and this
large model shows what she would have
looked like without her roof. The ship would
have had 3 masts and needed a crew of 300
sailors. The main mast would have been
almost 40 metres tall – that is the height of 7
fully-grown giraffes. Can you imagine what it
would have been like to climb a mast that tall
or to have lived on board with 300 people?
Unicorn was kept in reserve and so was given
a roof instead of masts. The roof was to
protect the ship. Can you think how it would
do this?
On the model, can you spot a sailor using the
ship’s toilet? Toilets are called “heads” on
ships because they were originally near the
figurehead.

Forward of the wheel is the capstan. Sailors
would insert large wooden bars into the holes
so they could turn it and lift the ship’s
anchors. Do you know what an anchor is for?
One of Unicorn’s anchors weighed over
2,000kg – that is the same weight as a white
rhino.

4. Carronades
On ships, “canons” are called “guns”, and
Unicorn was meant to have 18 guns on this
deck. You can see two of these below the war
memorial which are a type of gun called
carronade. Can you imagine how loud these
would have been?

5. Ship’s Bell
Time was kept on a ship by using a 30-minute
hourglass and ringing the bell every half-hour
to inform sailors of the time. How do people
tell the time now?

Gun Deck

Move Down

8. The Great 18-Pounder Guns

Once you have finished exploring the Upper
Deck, come down the central ladderway to
the Gun Deck below.

All around this deck you can see the great 18pounder guns that Unicorn would have
carried. Ships like Unicorn were built for
fighting at sea and there would have been 28
of these guns on this deck for firing.

6. Ship’s Stove
All the cooking on Unicorn would have been
done at the big black stove on this deck. How
and where do people cook food now?
A cook would have been responsible for
working the stove and keeping the fire going
using wood and coal. How much food do you
think would be needed for feeding 300
people?

7. Manger
Most of the food was kept in barrels at the
bottom of the ship but some animals were
brought onto ships as fresh food. They were
kept in this area known as the manger. What
animals can you see? Why is fresh food
important?
Possible discussion on diet, health and
wellbeing.

They are called 18-pounders because they
would have taken 18-pound cannonballs.
Each gun would need 9 sailors to operate it
and would weigh 2 tons – about the weight of
a hippopotamus. Gunpowder was used to fire
the guns. Do you know what gunpowder is?
Explore the gun deck and look at the different
types of cannonballs and pieces of equipment
sailors would use. Can you imagine how loud
and dangerous it would have been?

9. Captain’s Cabin
The Captain’s Cabin was the most luxurious
part of the ship and was where the captain
would live, work and eat. What can you see in
the cabin?
The captain was the most important member
of the crew. Why was that? Possible
discussion on social class and military ranks.

Lower Deck
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11. Hammocks

Once you have finished exploring the Gun
Deck, come down the central ladderway to
the Lower Deck below.

Each sailor would have their own hammock
to sleep in. Sailors would work in shifts so
they would have to take their hammock
down after sleeping to make room for other
sailors to sleep.

Note – The Lower Deck has low ceilings and
is not as brightly lit as the two decks above.

10. Mess Tables
Sailors would have eaten in groups known as
‘messes’ and each mess would sit at a table.
Can you see any types of food that sailors may
have eaten at sea? What types of plates, cups
and cutlery would they have used?
Sailors would also spend their free time down
here at the tables. Can you spot any games or
activities on the tables?
Smoking and drinking were popular pastimes
for sailors. In the late 18th century, sailors
were given ½ pint of rum every day, so for a
6-month voyage that would be around 90
pints each. Possible discussion on health,
wellbeing and leisure.

Can you imagine around 270 sailors trying to
sleep in this small, cramped space? You can
try the hammock yourself but be careful when
climbing in and out.

12 & 13. Gunroom & Surgery
The gunroom was where the officers would
live. Do you know what an officer is? Each
officer would have their own cabin and a
shared dining table. Would you rather be an
officer or a sailor?
The gunroom would become the surgery
during battles. This is where the surgeon
would perform operations. Where do people
go now if they are unwell? What do hospitals
have now that makes them better for treating
people? Possible discussion on hospitals,
cleanliness and medicine.

Orlop Deck & Hold

Move Down
Once you have finished exploring the Lower
Deck, come down the furthest back
ladderway to the Orlop Deck below.
Note – The Orlop Deck is very low and
narrow and so may not be suitable for taking
young children or larger group numbers.

14. Orlop Deck
The Orlop Deck was where the ship’s stores
were kept. This would include everything
from food and drink to rope, timber,
gunpowder and cannonballs. Can you think of
anything else you might need for a voyage at
sea?
This deck is below the waterline so when you
stand down here you are under the water.

15. The Hold
The Hold is the bottom of the ship. You can
see the pieces of wood and metal that were
used to build Unicorn. It would have taken
over 1,000 oak trees to build HMS Unicorn.

There are also large blocks of metal in the
Hold called ‘ballast’. This was used to weigh
the ship down in the water. Why do you think
it is important to keep a ship weighted in the
water?

16. Carpenter’s Walk
The passages that run along both sides of the
Orlop Deck are called the Carpenter’s Walk.
Do you know what a carpenter is? The
passages are very small and allowed the
carpenter access to the sides of the hull. Do
you think people were smaller 200 years ago
or did they just have to bend?

17. Carpenter’s Marks
On the beams above your heads you can see
markings in the timber. These were made by
the carpenters who built the ship 200 years
ago and are called Carpenter’s Marks. Why
do you think you would make marks on the
wood?
These marks give instructions as to where the
pieces of wood go. So, the one you see above
the door frame says “Unicorn”, which means
it is meant to be used on HMS Unicorn.

End of Tour
Before you leave

Feedback

Once you have finished exploring the Orlop
Deck & Hold, head back up the ladderways
to the Gun Deck.

We love hearing about your experience on
HMS Unicorn and there are lots of ways for
you to tell us about your visit.

Thank you for visiting HMS Unicorn and we
hope that you enjoyed exploring Scotland’s
oldest ship.

Before leaving the ship, why not sign our
Visitor’s Book or fill in one of our on-board
Feedback Forms.

If you or your class have any questions about
the ship, then please ask one of the HMS
Unicorn team on board. We are always happy
to help.

Alternatively, you can post about your
experience online by visiting our Facebook,
Twitter or Instagram pages.

Don’t forget to visit the Shop before you
leave, which you will find located on the Gun
Deck. It is packed with great souvenirs to
remember your visit to HMS Unicorn.
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The Unicorn Preservation Society is a charity
registered in Scotland (SC002771).

Thanks for visiting
HMS Unicorn

