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HRH The Princess Royal (Patron of both organisations) 

to mark the affiliation of the Unicorn Preservation Society with the National Museum of the Royal Navy

Press Opportunities - Tuesday 19th April, 12.20 – 13.30

HMS Unicorn - South Victoria Dock Road, DUNDEE

The National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN) is emphasising its nationwide status as HM Frigate Unicorn in Dundee becomes an official affiliate. The NMRN was established to create, preserve, explain and celebrate the enormous contribution made by the Royal Navy during its remarkable history of over 1000 years, in the defence of the UK and its overseas interests.
The affiliation aims to increase the understanding and importance of the Navy to Britain’s heritage and to display a clear and practical link with HMS Victory in Portsmouth and HMS Unicorn in Dundee and thereby illustrate the ships and people of the Royal Navy in the final century of sail, and also the role of the Royal Navy’s Reserves in the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. It will also bring national support and experience to the Unicorn Preservation Society in its battle to secure HMS Unicorn’s long-term future.
Lord Dalhousie, Chairman of the Unicorn Preservation Society, said, “This magnificent opportunity to link Unicorn with the National Museum of the Royal Navy arose as a direct result of the Princess Royal holding a Charity Forum last year to mark her 60th birthday. All her charities were invited to discuss their challenges and opportunities, and we all made some extremely relevant contacts.

“HM Frigate Unicorn is no longer a commissioned warship, but she still firmly belongs in the naval family, and this affiliation and today’s presentation represent a very real and valuable integration of Britain’s Royal Naval heritage.

“’Unicorn’ is a wooden ship and she cannot remain afloat indefinitely. We are determined to preserve her extraordinary originality, so she needs to be docked in a dry berth covered from the weather. There is now also an opportunity for Unicorn to move to an ideal final berth within Dundee’s new Central Waterfront development, and it is almost exactly where she spent her first century in Dundee.

“This option brings HM Frigate Unicorn into a spectacular triangular relationship with RRS Discovery and the V&A Dundee, and would bring Dundee’s two great historic ships back together.”
PRESENTATION & UNVEILING

HRH The Princess Royal, who is Patron of both the Unicorn Preservation Society and the National Museum of the Royal Navy, will unveil drawings by Sir Robert Seppings, who designed Unicorn, copies of originals held by the NMRN and donated to the Unicorn.

HMS Unicorn was built in 1824, to the designs of Sir Robert Seppings, the Surveyor of the Navy 1813-1832, at a time when the shortage of timber and the growing availability of iron was dramatically affecting the way ships were built.  Seppings, who can be thought of as the Navy’s Brunel, introduced engineering concepts to naval shipbuilding. His new methods of construction greatly strengthened wooden ships, and he took full advantage of the availability, strength and compactness of iron.  Unicorn represents the last great flourish of wooden shipbuilding and illustrates the birth of the iron steamship.

Dr Dominic Tweddle, Director-General of the National Museum of the Royal Navy commented: “The 19th April marks a special day as the National Museum of the Royal Navy comes to Dundee. The opportunity to welcome HMS Unicorn, a historic ship of national importance, as an affiliate of the National Museum means that the story of the Royal Navy, its ships and its people can now be told on a national scale. The sharing of skills, knowledge, and in the future artefacts means that we can tell the story of the Royal Navy in a way that would have been impossible before.”
To apply for the press rota please contact: 

Roderick Stewart: roderick.stewart@frigateunicorn.org or call 01382 200900 / 07870 404303 / 01382 320250

Press Contacts:

Kurt Bayer at Scottish News Agency (kurt@scottishnews.com) 01382 427035
Melissa Gerbaldi at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard/ National Museum of the Royal Navy (melissa.gerbaldi@historicdockyard.co.uk ) 023 9289 4558
Notes For Editors:

Media Opportunities:

Timing (NOT for publication or Broadcast):

HRH The Princess Royal will arrive at approximately 12.20hrs and depart at approximately 13.25hrs. 
Media Facilities (NOT for publication or Broadcast):


There will be a press rota covering the arrival at HMS Unicorn, escorted by Lord Dalhousie and Sir Jonathon Band (Chairman of the NMRN Trustees and former 1st Sea Lord) and cover meet and greet with guests. The rota will also view the Princess Royal unveiling framed drawings by Robert Seppings, designer of HMS Unicorn before signing the Visitor’s Book. 

Interviews available onboard at 1310 with: Dr Dominic Tweddle, Sir Jonathan Band, Lord Dalhousie and Lt Cdr Roderick Stewart (Operations Director, Unicorn Preservation Society)

Background:

HMS UNICORN

The Future:  Move to Dundee Central Waterfront, Triangle of Opportunity with V&A and RRS Discovery.

1.
There are only five ships left in the entire world older than Unicorn

HMS Unicorn was built as a 46 gun frigate for the Royal Navy in the Royal Dockyard at Chatham and launched in 1824.  She is now one of the six oldest ships in the world and the most original of any to have survived from the golden age of sail.  She is Scotland’s only representative of the sailing navy and only preserved warship (www.frigateunicorn.org).

2.
Unicorn belongs in Dundee

Unicorn is most unusual amongst big ships in having a natural ‘home’. Although built in Chatham, she spent her entire working life in one port, Dundee, where she has now been for 137 years, and is now firmly embedded in Dundee’s social and maritime history.

She easily predates most of the buildings in the city centre, and had already been in Dundee for 50 years when the Caird Hall was opened.

3.
Unicorn Represents RN Heritage in Scotland

Unicorn is a naval ship, although no longer in commission.  This affiliation with the National Museum of the Royal Navy emphasises her role as representing the heritage of the Royal Navy in Scotland.

4.
The Story of the Naval Reserves – the RNVR “Wavy Navy” and the RNR

HMS Unicorn served her entire commissioned life, just short of a century, as the Naval Reserve drill ship in Dundee, where she served as the home to the RNR and RNVR, including both World Wars.

Though Unicorn herself did not serve at sea in war, her people did.  The War Memorial onboard commemorates those who did not return, and, at the end of WW2, Unicorn even took the surrender of a German U-boat.  To this day, an annual and very well attended RNR Service of Remembrance is held onboard, representing this important part in Unicorn’s life.

Unicorn is perfectly fitted to represent this story of Naval Reserves to the public.

See www.frigateunicorn.org for further background.  All images are available for press use.
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